
   
 

   
 

 

Mission: Grow Cincinnati Contest!  

Hosted by the Cincinnati Nature Center in collaboration with the University of Cincinnati Center 
for Public Engagement in Science 

Guidelines: 

Cincinnati Nature Center aims to encourage the wider community to “plant native”; that is, 
encourage people to grow things in their yards that are naturally found in the region. This helps 
the environment flourish in a variety of ways. For example, planting native provides places for 
migrating animals to stop and rest. 

We challenge middle and high school students to create an informative poster or infogram. 
Posters may be created by hand or digitally, but MUST be sent to plantnative@cincynature.org 
as a jpeg or PDF file with “Native Plant Project” in the subject line to be judged. This contest 
will run until May 8th, 2020. The winners will receive a plant from the native plant sale run by the 
Cincinnati Nature Center in the Fall. Other prizes may include native plants, a free pass to the 
nature center, or a gift certificate to our nature shop. In addition, the winning posters, as well 
as the runners up, will be posted on CNC’s social media as a resource for people who want to 
try their hand at planting native! 

To get you started, you can use information from these resources: 
https://www.cincynature.org/conservation/resources-11/ .  

You can also draw from other reliable sources if you’d like, as long as the information on your 
poster is accurate and reflects your own work. A separate page should be submitted citing 
sources that you got your information from. This page should also include a single sentence 
stating your targeted audience for your poster. 

There are many aspects to planting native. Your poster can focus on any of these, as long as it 
either encourages people to "plant native" or discusses why the topic is important and is 
relevant to the greater Cincinnati area.  

Example topics may include (but aren’t limited to!): 

• What plants are native? 
• Plants and pollinators 
• Insects 
• Birds 
• Migratory species 
• What plants are invasive? 
• Benefits of planting native 
• Attracting native animals 
• Monoculture ecosystems 



   
 

   
 

Posters will be judged on the following: 

Information 
• The text is accurate 
• Text clearly reflect student’s own work 
• The information is easy to understand and convincing. It aligns with the goal 

of the poster 

 /10 

Visual appeal 
• The poster is well organized 
• The poster’s visuals compliment the poster’s goal 
• Pictures can be used from other sources if cited. However, we prefer the 

student illustrate the poster them self (or take their own pictures!) if possible 

  /5 

Goal 
• The student focuses on at least one topic related to planting native in                              

Cincinnati/Ohio 
• Everything on the poster clearly relates to this topic 
• The goal is relevant to creating “natural” spaces in people’s yards 

  /5 

Grammar and Organization 
• The text of the poster has been proofread. It represents your best work. 
• Information was well organized. It’s easy to understand the goal, and how any 

information and pictures included, relate to what the student trying to say. 

 /10 

Creativity    /5 
Audience 

• Audience is clearly stated on the sources page, so that we                       know 
what group you are targeting. 

• Poster is appropriate in language, information, and design for the audience 
that you targeted. For example, if your audience is young children, you will 
likely use different language and design than if you are aiming to inform 
seniors. 

/5 

Citations 
• A page of citations is included.  
• All sources are reliable. Sources such as blogs and wikipedia are avoided. 
• Language is clearly the student’s own, and is not copied from their sources or 

elsewhere 

  /10 

All materials must be sent to plantnative@cincynature.org by May 8th as a jpg or pdf 
with “Native Plant Project” in the headline to be judged. This includes a citations 
page, with a clear audience statement attached, and the poster itself. The students 
name, grade, and school should also be in the email. 

Total:            
/50 
 

 

 

 

 


